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ABSTRACT 

Visual field theory was examined insofar as 
television viewers' perception, retention, and preference for still 
visual images uere concerned. The purpose of the experimental 
investigation was to determine whether the specific shapes, colors^ 
and placement of visuals within a picture frame affected viewers* 
abilities to perceive, describe, and retain them and whether or not 
such an asymmetrical compositicn was preferred. Four tests were 
prepared and administered to a total of randomly selected college 
students in basic communication classes. It was found that the 
viewers* ability to perceive and readily describe certain visuals 
within the left or right side of the visual field was greatly 
dependent on the shapes and colors of such visuals, Ihe retention and 
i^call of visuals was more accurate when the visuals were unique in 
their sh&F^^' outstanding in their colors, and probably when placed 
within the left visual field. The viewers^ preferences for the total 
compositional structure of still images was affected by the 
asymmetrical placement of the visual elements on the left-band side 
of the visual field, (Author/RLI 
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While Llic vcrliijJ toutc^iiL {Ihv jimmI ii^^sisjgtO t>l Lclt'vUioii iu'wt;isLs; li;>s 
irtiproved consii'lerably^ Ltio visual coia(*nt (ihc synLlu*sis of Lhc vi^iual elemonLs 
within the television screen) still maintains a stylistic form which is static^ 
neutral, lacking visual dynamism and expression. Fearing possible viewer dis- 
turbance and y consequently ^ misunderstanding o£ the newscast stories delivered , 
television news producers have overlooked the need to improve the Visual 
content of newscasts. Still influenced by the journalistic point of view that 
the news stories should be delivered straight forward^ television newscast 
producers have, in my view> ignored the basic axiom of television that the 
verbal content of the story should coincide with the visual content of the 
image. It has been repeatedly stated that the medium of television requires 
the presence and the harmonious co-existence of both sight and sound. The 
newscast picture*s composition (such as framing, spacing of elements, back" 
ground visuals, colors, sizes of visuals within the frames, etc.) should be 
compatible to the clarity^ dynamism and syntheses of the news story.. It is 
suggested^ therefore^ that there is overt effect on television newscast viewers 
when the sounds (news stories) and the sights (frame*s composition) are incom- 
patible and l^nbalanced. 

There are extensive empirical investigations on the verbal content^ news 

credibility^ broadcast news quality^ effect of newscast content on viewers, 

delivery of the news on television cameras^ etc,^ Studies concerning the 

visual content^ the visual composition, the proper placement of the visual 

element^; within the screen, tJic trjjuing^ balaucc^ sipiuing^ tlie usir of b;ick- 

2 

ground or symbolic visuals^ etc,> ire limited. 

In their study on the effect of l<Mt versus ri^>ht placement of visual 

3 

images in regular newscasts^ Metallinos and Tiemens suggested that color> 

\ 
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«sh;ijio or foriu^ h l y.c .iiid *\ \ n^ci \ 011:1 1 I j urs (vo< I or^) oi I he* vi siiii I h avc cojit r i - 
buLing facLors effecting vriwcrs** i)rr<'e|it ion, rrc ogn i t i on ;ihfl reLcntioti of 
visual images. According to these authors... 

**There are several factors which may have contributed to ii viewer's 
perception of visual content and thereby influence the effect of asym- 
metry. . .Such factors as size, color^ shape^ vectors (directional lives) > 
and how individual subjects perceive these qualities must also be con- 
sidered . " 

These factors must first be examined before any conclusions can be driwn 
in regard to the correct placement of visual materials within the vKsual 
field. It is probable that Metallinos* and Tiemens* study on the asymmetry of 
the screen failed to support its hypothesis because such crucial factors as 
images size> color, shape, vectors.^ etc , ^ were not accounted tor. 

It will be the province of this study to examine what effects these 
factors have on ordinary television viewers. Specif ically^ this study examines 
whether or not television- viewers better perceive^ retain and prefer, still 
visuals in ordinary newscasts which are placied on the left side of the TV 
screen (newscaster's right) or the right side of the TV screen (newscaster's 
left)^ because of the particular shapes or forms^ the specific colors^ and the 
total composition of these still visuals* In other words: Do the shapes, the 
color$ and total synthesis of still visuals within the left or right of the 
television screen effect viewers' perception^ retention and preference of 
the.se visuals? 

Psychological studies on the perception of visual images' and neurological 
studies on the distinct functions of the left and right hemispheres of the 
human brain have contrihitted greatly towar<l*i our nrichrst atntiMR of the tornpcj^s i tijn 
of images, Scientific evidences provided by such ijsyrhological and ncurophy- 
siological studies^ have shown that viewers do discriminate in their preferences 
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of placcmciiL ol vi^ituL ijiaLcrijL^ wl'Jtiii Uu; VJ^;u^^J lirJ<L Tin- lijiuLiuas oJ 

7 8 

Lhc two licnii*>[>liorcs ol Llic briiin nrc iisytuinolr i <[:n I and (liffcrfnl- TroLLcr's 

study on the hemispheric specialisation of the human brain concludes that the 

particular functions. of the ri^ht hemisphere which controls the left side of 

the body are "spatial/musical, holir&tic, artistic, symbolic, simultaneous, 

emotional , intuitive , creative , winor (quite) ^ spiritual , receptive^ synthetic, 

gestalt, facial recognition^ simultaneous cotiprehension, perception of abstract^ 

9 

pattern recognition of complex figures-** Where^as the list of the particular 

functions of the left hemisphere ^ which controls the right side of the body^ 

include "speech/ verbal , logica i > mathematical ^ linear, detailed , sequential ^ 

controlled , intel lectual ^ dominant^ worldly^ active , analytic , reading^ 

writing, naming, sequential ordering, perception of significant order, complex 

motor sequences < These two lists point out the various perceptual^ cognitive 

and compositional factors regarding shapes^ colors aud total compositional 

preference . of visuaH by television viewers^ and they are of immediate concern 

to this study, ^ 

Psychologists have observed how viewers perceive and recognize shapes, 

forms or patterns, starting with simple geometric figures (such as rectangles, 

circles^ triangles, squares^ etc) and progress to more advanced, complex and 

ambiguous ones (such as multisided figures^ three-dimensional objects^ reversible 

figures^ etc,)-^^ Depending on such key factors as (a) duration of presentation^ 

(b) the development of the perceiving inilividual and (c) the individuals 

familiarity with the pattern (shape or form)^ the order of preference and 

12 

recognition is triangle^ circle^ square, parallelogram^ rectangle > etc- 

This empirical evidence has been observed and stated by Taylor^ a renowned 

13 14 
analyst of the Visual Arts and the famous Gestalt psychologist^ Kaffka , 

both of whom have maintained that **thc simpler and more stable the i>attorii^ 
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the more reiiJily it is iic*rt'cM'vc'<l ;itu] r c*t oftti i :^c*tL This implic^s lh;il iho 
extent to which i* \ac-wc*r pc^rt-oives^ rcU.iriis whserve.s the LoLal syiiLhosis 
of visuals within the field depends on the degree of simplicity of the particular 
visual. Consequently > a simple pattern (such as a circle) > placed on the left 
visual fields could be perceived and recognized more readily than a more 
complex pattern (such as a rectangle) placed on the opposite side. The cen- 
tral concern of this study> however^ is whether or not similar patterns (shapes 
or forms) are perceived and/or recognized more readily when they are placed on 

the left visual field rather than the right> as long as the rest of the visuals 

15 

within the frame remain constant* Trotter's list of hemispheric specialization 

suggests that the perception of abstract patterns and recognition of complex 

figures (both of which are functions of the right hemisphere of the brain) are 

left side specializations. Can we infer^ however^ that such specialization 

and preference could be said for the left visual field of still pictures? 

This hypothesis needs to be tested. 

Empirical studies on viewers* perception^ retention and compositional 

16 

preference of colored images are also extensive. Aflp interesting observation 
has been made by Arnheim who concludes that: 

'*Since shape and color can be distinguished from each other> they can be 
also compared. Both fulfill the two most characteristic functions of 
vision. They convey expression^ and they allow u,s to <^l^tain informnLion 
through the identification of objects arul happenings." 

This relationship is al5;o observed by Bloomer who states that: 

'Context is the most influential frame of reference for color perception. 
A single swovcn of color will seem brighter^ duller, darker^ or ^^anged 
in hue by changing only the context in which the color is seen." 

In evaluating the empirical findiiig^i on the subject of color preference^ 
Arnheim concludes that color preferences are relatecj Lo conii)lex social ^md 
highly personal factors^ which objierve the <=*xpe rimentation and bias the results. 
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Ue suggests LJi;il *\ . .it mo>Jil in* {>n*\ r\ ,t\>iv tiol U> (*X|ilm jjiu nl wiUi <.u|ui^i 

sucli*> l>iiL to rcL)tr timii to sjiriMfir objects ;is is tk^uc in tlio fiohl of 
19 

market research." The perception of colors^ their retention^ and their 

preference^ have not been reliably determined. Consequent ly> viewers* perception^ 

retention and preference for colors due to their placement within the visual 

field requires further testing. Numerous experiments conducted by such interested 

groups as physicists^ paint manufacturers^ artists^ interior decorators^ 

20 

neurologists and^ of course, psychologists^ have been done^ and the seemingly 
superfluous attempts by researchers have been summarized by Boynton as follows: 

"Unfortunately^ data from many studies^ vjhere global judgements of color 
preference have been obtained^ seem meaningless. In the first pl<Tce^ be- 
cause color is perceptually attached to objects wc do not necessarily 
have a favorite color that transcends all circumstances; red may be fine 
for fire engines^ but. not for the livingroom vjall. Second^ colors typi- 
cally exist in more than one part of visual space at a time. The appe^ance 
of a color depends upon its surroundings and so do color preferences." 

Important differences . in viewer perception^ retention ^nd preference of 
colors due to their left or right placement within the visual field were 
expected^ and a hypothesis and a treatment testing such probable differences 
was deemed necessary in this study. 

Comparing the effects of (1) full-background still visuals on the TV 

screen^ versus no background visuals at all> and (2) corner screen location 

of visuals (opposite a live newscaster)^ as opposed tQ no visuals at all^ 
22 23 

Coldevin's * studies on television newscast strategy and Baggalfy and 
Duck^s studies on the effects of adding background, have revealed some very 
important conclusions focusing on Vhe variables involving tJie present invest!^ 
gation. These studies confirmed the rom^irks m^ide earJicr regarding the iifed 
for better presentation of newscasts. According to Coldevin; "When location 
establishment static visuals are used to enhance a speaker^s delivery (when he 







is positioned cctiLraJly), <i JuJ i sctoni is mure rl l(*('tiv<* Jjiirkgruiiml disi>*l;jy 
25 

strategy,'* Furthermore^ tlicso stiidic^s suggest tli;iL "when symholjc presoxi- 

tations are used to enhance a news reader's delivery^ a corner screen location 

26 

is the more compelling background display strategy,** These studies did not> 
however, concern themselves with the asymmetrical placement of such still 
visuals and their preferred placement (left or right) within the visual field, 
which concern the present study. 

Although the review of literature suggests that Lhe left visual field is 
more appropriate for the presentation of visual information, there is a disagree- 
ment among constructors of visual messages regarding the asyimnetry of the 
visual field' . * 

To test the effects of placement within the visual field of still pic- 
tures on viewers' perception, the following hypotheses were tested; 

1. Placement of visual elements on the right or left side of the^risual 
field (still TV pictures) does not significantly affect viewers' 
ability to perceive and to readily describe their shapes (forms or 
patterns) . 

2, Placement of visual elements on the right or left side of the visual 
field (still TV pictures) doe^ not significantly aifect viewers' 
ability to perceive and to readily describe their colors, 

3< Placement of visual elements on the right or left side of the visual 
field (still TV pictures) does not signi f icvmtly affect the retention 
of visuaJ coutciiL, 

A, Placement of visual elemf^nts on the right or left side of the visu<il 
liold (sLi I I TV iMctiires) does not s i j;n> fi t\')iit I y clfet't Liu* virwrrs* 
preference of their general composition. 



Tlu'tcsL for liypoL lii'srs 7/1 (vit*W(*is* |>cM"<*t*[<l iim ol [^rcsloini n;tnl /ihu jiut j iig 
shapes and forms) was a nmltiple-choico one consisling of twenty-one items 
constructed from responses gathered by thorough pre-testing of all the possible 
shapes> forms or patterns contained in the. visuals of the 20 slides* fhe 
image of the^newcaster remained constant. Each slide was projected for 10 
seconds with an interval of 15 seconds blank light to allow the subject to 
mark their choices, (See Appendix C.) 

The test for hypothesis #2 (viewer perception of predominant/outstanding 
colors) was also a multiple-choice one consisting of a total of nine possible 
items constructed from responses gathered by thorough pre-testing' of all the 
possible colors contained in the visuals of the 20 slides excluding the colors 
of the background and the image of the newscaster which remained constant (see 
Appendix D) , 

The test for hypothesis //3 (viewers' retention of the visual stimuli used 
in the news stories) provided five choices for each slide^ one of which was 
the correct one* Each slide was randomly shown on the screen for ten seconds. 
Each subject was then asked to identify the visual from each slide that was 
used in the previous presentation. (See Appendix E.), 

The test for hypothesis \\k (testing the viewers' general preference for 
the total composition of the original 20 slides) consisted of then step preference 
scale ranging from "don*t like at all" to "like very much"* (See Appendix F.) 
Each slide was shown for ten seconds and subjects were asked to record their 
prefereices. 

A t test was 'used (in each of the four experiments) to test for significant 
differences between viewers' perception of shapes^ colors^ visual retention^ 
and general preference for the total composition of visuals. The ,05 level of 
confidence was pre-set as the level for rejecting hypotheses of no difference. 

O 8 ■ 
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Four tests were prepared and administered to a total of 47 randomly 

selected subjects from basic communication classes at Temple University- The 

tests were administered successively to groups of 4-6 subjects at a time. A 

viewing room was set forth and prepared to meet the prerequisites in projection 

conditions^ viewing distances^ angles^ imajge size^ timing of visual display^ 
27 

etc. 

The stimulus materials utilized to test null-hypothe^Xs ifl (shapes of 
visuals)^, hypothesis //2 (color of visuals) and null-hypothesis /jf4 (general 
preference of visuals) consisted of 20 color slides taken from an original 
videotape containing 20 short stories in international » national and local 
news;=* Each slide captured the newscaster in a medium close-up while he was 
facing the camera. His image occupied either. the left or the right of the 
visual field. The other side of the slide (opposite the newscaster) was 
proportionately balanced with the placement of visuals (specifically designed 
^ for this study) to illustrate (symtolicdlly) the content of the news story, 
' Consequently> the 20 different stories were symbolically illustrated with 20 
different visuals (simple pictures » drawing » faces > objects » etc, ) alternately 
placed on the left and right space of the visual field, keeping a series of 
variables constant that would have distracted the viewers, (See Appendix A,) 
The stimulus materials (Test Items) used to test viewers' retention (hypothesis 
#3) of the visual stimuli usgd in the previous tests consisted of 20 slides. 
Each slide containing five visuals^ tlie visual orvgin^iHy used to symboli^c 
the content of the news story and four additional ones (simitar to the ori- 
ginal) » symbolically depicting the same story were randomly presented to the 
subjects, (See Appendix B.) 



' ANALVSI'iS ANi) KI-SUI.IS ' 



The t test result of 2.719 obtained from the first test was significant. - 
Therefore^ the hypothesis that the viewers* ability to perceive shapes (forms" 
or patterns) is influenced by their placement on ttie right or left side of the 
television screen supported the theory of the asymmetry of the visual field. 
Table I shows the summary of the data obtained from the test of the first 
hypothesis. 



INSERT TABLE I HERE 

- # ,' ^ 7 

A closer look at the results of this test as shown in Table I indicates 
the following: . ' . 

1. Tlie viewers* ability to perceive tlie visual contiMitj^f a picture is 
closely rela'^ted anJ dependent on the asymmetrical^placement (left or 
right) of the visual within the field. ^ * 

2. The simpler the visual display (tlie form^ shape or pattern) ^ the_ 
more readily it was perceived and recorded by tiie viewers. Map-like^ 
human-like^ single circles (test items //6> 8 j 12 and 16 respectively) > 
regardless of their left or right placement within the visual field> 

. wore perceivod by tlie grciito.sL m;jJor^ty of lUc suhJ<*Cts. Comi^'lex ^ 

visual forms might be mo'-e interesting composi t iona lly ^ hiit they .ire 

not readily i>rrO<Mv<^cl I>y vit^wer*;* Src*j tor examplo^ lost .i^oms 
7^ 11> 13 and so. 
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ion of Pt (*<lojii 1 iL'iii t f^li*^ [k(*s 


( Po nils } 




Test 
I tem 


Visual 
Placement 


Shape 


LefL 


RiehL 


1 


R 


two circles/isonietric 




: 13 


2 


L 


two circles 


27 


- 


3 


L ' ' 


two Circles /concentric 




- ■ 




L 


circles/other 


19 


- 


5 


R 


other/circles 




17 


6 


R 


map-like 


- 


38 


7 


1 


other/ambiguous 


'6 


- ■ 


8 


R- 


human- like 


- 


29 


9 


R 


map-like/hunian-like 


- 


20 


10 


L 


map*like/other 


16 


- 


11 


L 


other/ambiguous 


9 


- 


12 


R 


map-like* 


- 


39 


13 


\ R ■ 


other/ rectangle 


- 


1 


U 




rectangle/other 


- 


20 


15 


L 


rectangle/ undecided 


17 


- 


16 


L 


circle 


^2 


- 


17 ^ 


> R 


circle 




17 


18 




circle/other 


12 




19 


** * 


other/ rertanglf 


'16 ' 




20 


R 


rectangle 




8 



U6 = 0.957 = 2,719 significant at the .01 level 
0,352 ^ ^ 
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3. Lhe degree Lo wJucli the symboJie presoiiL:]LiuiL of ;i iicws sLury, jil 
event, an idoa, or an iusLtLuUon is successfully perceived and 
readily described by the viewers depends on the viewers' ability to 
identify Lire visnals (the symbolic illnstralion) in terms of its 
relationship to a ^nown geometric figure. For example > test item //3 
(symbolizing world peace), #7 (symbols of the Democratic and Republican 
parties), jl^U (taxation in the U.S.A.), ^^13 (Utiih's development of 
energy sources) and filO less (liquor laws and control of tlie state 
of Utah) are more or less known symbols, commonly used or easily 
identifiable by adult viewer. However^ they do not constitute a 
specific/known, and simple geometric figure^ and that might be a 
'7 reason for their low score. 

The t test result of 4.,475 obtained from the second test was significant 
at the tOOl level. It confirmed the hypothesis (//^ ) that the viewers* ability 
to perceive certain colors ^more readily and distinctively due to the right or 
left placement within the picture frame. Table II shows the summary of the 
data obtained from the test of the second hypothesis. 
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Although the subject of color perception and description by the viewers 
is. complex, a close look at the results of the second test (Hypothesis it2) ^ 
shows the following: 
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Tlio PcrropLioii of Pr(><loiiitii;)i)L Colors 



Test 
Item 


Visud 1 
Placement 


Color 


Left 


Rigl 


1 


R 


yel low/whi te 




26 


2 


L 


yel low/white 


15 




3 


L 


yc llow/wlii to 


36 




4 


L 


wh i t e 


2 




5 




black/blue 




36 


6 


R 


brown/vel low 




25 


7 


L 


brown/whi te 


4 




8 


R 


mixture/blue 




16 


9 


R 


wh i te 




5 


10 


L 


yellow 


18 




11 


L 


wh i te 


10 




12 


R 


whi te/red 




24 


13 


R 


yel low/ green 




32 


14 


R 


ye 1 1 ow/ g reen 




29 


15 


L 


yellow 


24 




16 


L 


whiLe/bliio 


20 




17 


R 


blue 




19 


18 


L 


yellow/green 


22 




19 


L 


brown 


29 




20 


R 


brown 




32 



L Our il i si i IK I i toloi'^ imUict Ui;iii a iiHXtLiit' oT li.i^^y^ imtlcMr (oloiK . 
is hetter p<*rceiveti ljy the viewers, Kor ex.ini|>le> test ilctii //3 
(clear yellow and white) > tf5 (distinctive black and blue) > tfl3 
(sharply defined yellow and green) #19 (only clear brown) and #20 
(also clear brown) scored high whereas test item #4 (hazy off-white) > 
it7 (brown and white) and //9 > 10 and 19 (unclear^ indistinguishable 
white) scored very low. 

2. Since this study did not use a control group to test for viewer pre- 
ference of colors within the left and right sides of the visual 
fields no conclusion can be made as to whether or not reds (for 
example) are perceived better when they are placed on the left side 
of the screen rather than the right. 

3- Although the subjects were asked to identify the outstanding » predomi- 
nant colors of the slides^ it is probable that the significant 
differences found (by rejecting hypothesis //2) is due to the visuals* 
shapes and contents which is so closely related to their colors. 
More tests are needed in this area. 

The t test results of 2.458 obtained from the third test was also signifi- 
cant at the .02 level. It confirms the hypothesis (it3) that viewers will 
retain the visuals placed on the left side of the screen better than those 
placed on the right. Table 111 shows the summary of the data obtained from 
the to*;t of the third hypotheses. 
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TAHM; 111 
TUc ReLcnLioii of Vj\siinKs 



Test Visual 

Item Placement Left Right 



1 

J. 
















'a 


T 

Lt 


JH 




A 
*+ 


P 








r 








R 

MX 




At 


7 




*+ / 




o 


r 


^ i 




Q 

? 


Q 






J. V 


- ft 






11 

J- J- 






7 


12 


L 


41 

*T J. 




13 


R 




38 


lA 


L 


35 




15 


L 


25 




16 


L 


33 




17 


L 


44 




18 


R 




A3 




R 




19 


20 


L 


21 





tA6 = 0.553 = 2.A58 significant at the .02 level. 
0.225 



HelenLioji oiul recall of vlsrml s^LiJiiull is al.<sa ^. cojupicx process^ ujul/ - 

for the most parL> hidden- Nost of our rocall ;j[jd retcriLioii is due to somo 

mechanism of the unconsciousness of which viewers are not always aware and 
28 

responsible: The more complicated the visual display^ the more complex is 
its process of retention. The results of hypothesis #3 indicate the following; 

1, Regardless of their left or right placement within the visual fields 
tJiose shapes and forms wJiich are peculiar^ different^ unique, unusual 
seem to be more readily recognized. For example^ test items rfS , 17, 
and 18 (see Appendix B) have a very high score, 

2, Visuals with color (along with their unusual shapes) which are 
different and distinctive are better retained and more readily 
recalled. For example^ see test items //6, 7 and 12. 

3, The total score of retention of visuals placed on the left side of 
the visual field is greater than the total score of those placed on 

. the right (L = 362, R = 328). 
The t test result of 3,932 obtained from the fourth test was also signifi- 
cant at the .01 level. It confirmed the hypothesis that viewers preferred the 
composition of those slides in which the visuals appeared on the left^ Table 
IV shows the summary of data obtained from the test of the fourth hypothesis. 



INSERT TABLE IV JfERE 



The individual scores shown in Table IV indicate that the viewers* clear 
preference for asymmetrical rather than symmetrical composition is apparant. 
More importantly^ the scores in Table IV suggest that the placement of visuals 



ERLC 



12 

17 



TAHLK IV 



Test Visual 

Item Placement Left Right 
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265 


18 




^ 247 




19 
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189 




20 


R 




156 




146 - 5 ,2r}5 = 3,039 


s tgri i f j cniiL at lFk' 


Vol love ( ' 



1.729 



I 1 1 US L rati iig Ltio, < 01 1 1 ('III of L\n} sLory (ji,4 1 r;i L<vt l>y t li<* oiiiioluicim ) oil LUc 
viewer* s I(*f I IS yrv I (*ri"(*(l as a goinMa I ( onqxis i I i oik Wi Lh grCMl cons i sLciiry ^ 
the subjects scored those slides whose visuals were on the left higher than 
those slides whose visuals were on the right (see^ for example^ test items //2^ 
3j 10> 11^ 15^ 16> and 18)- Equally^ the sum-total of the scores of the 
slides where vliiiials were placed on the left was 2190 as opposed to 2152 0(i " ^ 
the right- 

CONCLUSIONS 

Within the limits of this study> the following conclusions can be drawn: 
1. Viewers* perception of certain shapes > forms or patterns of visual 
stimuli is affected by their asymmetric placement within the left o^, 
right-hand side of the visual field. 
2- Viewers' perception of certain colors of visuals stimuli is affected 
by their asymmetrical placement within the left or right-hand side 
of the visual field. However^ the precise placement of such colors 
within the left or right sides of the visual field remains unresolved. 

3. Viewers* ability to retain the shapes and colors of visual stimuli 
depends on (or is affected by) their asymmetrical placement within 
the left visual field. 

4. Viewers* preference for the total compositional structure of still 
images is aifecLcd Ijy the asynuiiCLrical placL*meuL of the vif^ual 
elements, on Lhr Irfl or .'if*hL-h;iii(l si(h* of th(* visiLil firhL 

A compar.iLtve study which woiihl iiLili/.e a (oiiLrol gr(>iii> Lo Le^;L the 
viewers' perception^ retention and preference of the same visuals alternating 
sides within the visual field is warranted. 
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■ APPENDIX A 
STILL VISUALS (NEWS STORIES) 
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Test Item (News Story) #1 



Test Item (News Story) #2 



Test Item (News Story) #3 



Test Item (News Story) #4 
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Test Item (News Story) #5 



Test Item (News Story) #6 



Test Item (News Story) #7 



'Test Item (News Story) 



#8 



111 
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Test Item (News Story) #9 



Test Item (News Story) #10 



i 




Test Item (News Story) #11 



°4 




Test Item (News story) #12 
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Test Item (News Story) #13 



Test Item (News Story) #14 
Test Item (News Story #15 
Test Item (News Story #16 





Test Item (News Story) #17 



Test Item (News Story) #18 



Test Item (News Story) #19 



Test Item (News Story) #20 



MULTIPtE VISUALS (FIVE VISUALS EACH) 
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Test Item II 
N^NS Story #12 




Test Item 12' 
News Story #14 







Test Item #i 
News Story #18 




Test Item #k 
News Story #9 



Test Item #5 
News Story #4 





Test Item #15 Test Item #16 

News Story #3 News Story #15 



Tesr Item #17 
News Story 110 





Hst Item 119 
News Story #20 
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Test Item #18 
News Story #1 




Test Item 120 
News Story #2 



APPENDIX C 

MULTIPLE CHOICE TYPE TEST (HYPOTHESLS //]) 



UIRliCTtONS 



You will sen tvonty (20) slidos oach consistinn of 
iilustration/qraphic and an announcer* Select the shape that 
appears to you to be the most important (predominant or out- 
standing) in each illustration/graphic by placinq an "X" in 
the apprc}priate box below. iJe sure to nuirk each of the twenty 
(20) slidos. 



MAP-LIKE 



HU MAN-LI Kl£ 



CIRCI£ 



(2) CIRCI^S 
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11 



it 



MAP-LIKE 



HUMAN -LIKI-; 



CIRCLE 



(2) CIRCLES 



„ (3) CI RCLE S 



IS OMETR IC CIRCI£S 
CONCENTRIC CIRCI£S| 



SQUARE 



(2) SQUARES 







(3) CIRCLES 



ISOMETRIC CIRCU. 



CONCENTRIC CIRC I 



SQUARE 



(2) SQUARES 



(3) S QUARES 
TRIANGLE 



(2) TRIANGLES 



-t- 

I 



(3) SQUARES 



TRIANGLE 



(2) TRIANGLES 



(3) TRIANGLES 



RECIANGLE 



(2) RECTANGLES 



(3) RECTANGLES 



i;lipsoidal 



AMBIGUOUS FIC3URE 



(3) TRIANGLES 



RECTANGLE 



(2) RECTANGLES 



-T 



(3) RECTANGLES 



KLIPSOIUAL 



AMBIGUOUS FIGURE 



NON- IDENTICAL 



NW- IDENTICAL 



OTHER 



yw DEClDED 
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/7 APPENDIX D 

MULTIPLE CHOICE TYPE TEST (HYPOTHESIS 112) 



IMf?rise seloct. the color ihnt npponrs ho Ix? most important 
(predominant or outstandinq) in each qraphic illustration, 
(excluding the newscaster) by placing an "X** in the apprpriate 
box. Be sure to mark each of the twenty slides. 
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APPENDIX E 
VISUAL RETENTION TEST 



20 



DlH l'.CTltiN.S 

Froiii nmonq tin* fivi* iliu53irati(ins contain<xI in oaeJi of 
thn slides you are now abcnit to see, check the one you think 
was used '.n the previous test. Please check only one 
illustration by circlinq tjie correspond inq leV.tor. 



1. 



A. 
B 
C 
D 
E 



2. 



A 
B 
C 
D 
E 



3. 



A 
B 
C 
D 
E 



4. A 

Q 
C 
D 
E 



5. 



A 
B 
C 
D 
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6. 



A 

B 
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7. 
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8. 
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9. 
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10. 
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11. 
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13. 
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14. 
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APPENDIX F 

TEST STEP PREFERENCE SCALE (HYPOTHESIS H) 
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NOW, we will look aqain at tho oriqinal twenty (20) slides? 
Usinq tlie scale bnlow, writo a number in tho box for each slido 
indicating how much you like the general composition of the 
slide as a whole. 

NEUTRAL 

DON'T LIKE 0 12 3 4 5 6 7 » 9 10 LIKE VERY 

AT ALL ~I i I T ' I I I 1 T ( j^uCH 



SLIDES 



SLIDES 
11. 



12, 



3, 

— 

6. 

i — 

t 



13. 



14. 



15, 



16. ' 



17. 



18. 



fe. 



19, 



10, 



20, 
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